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•  Access to facilities and professional development opportunities 



NSF encourages and supports international 
collaborations 

Keep the United States globally competitive 
at the frontiers of knowledge by increasing 
international partnerships and 
collaborations.    
NSF Strategic Plan, Performance Goal #3 

Good science anywhere is good for 
science everywhere provided that a free 
and open flow of information through a 
transparent process with measures to 
promote scientific ethics and integrity 
flourishes everywhere. 
NSF Director, January 23, 2012 



Research/Education Community 
EPSCoR 

NSF 
Disciplinary 

Programs 
NSF 

International & Integrative 
Programs 

$$$$$$ 
Co-funding & 
Supplements $$ 

International activities at NSF are supported 
through a variety of mechanisms. 



Keys to successful funding of 
international collaborations 

•  Scientific Merit -- Good Idea with goal of accelerating progress 
•  Address how collaboration will enhance the research 

h  Value added: bring assets to bear 
h  Mutual benefits: engage really good people 

•  Obtain commitment from foreign collaborators 
h  New collaborations 

•  Involve U.S. students, junior researchers 
!  Meaningful attention to diversity 
!  Prepare, mentor, and assess 
!  Pay travel, living costs, stipends  

•  Know and observe special rules 
h  Visa regulations 
h  Import and export rules 

•  Work with others in your institution 
•  Consult NSF staff 

h  Disciplinary Program Officer 
h  International Program Officer 
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REU – USC 2011 UseIT Intern Class  
Earthquake Information Technology 

NSF 12-551 



Senior researchers and multi-institutional team: 
•  Bold, forward-looking research  
•  Facilitate student participation in international research collaborations 
•  Strengthen capacity for mutually beneficial international collaborations 
•  50+ PIRE awards to date in more than 70 countries  
•  Typically, five-year duration and average total budget of  ~$3.0 million 
•  Next competition in 2014 

Partnerships for 
International Research and 

Education (PIRE) 

NSF 11-564 
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Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research 
(PEER) 

•  Support scientists in developing countries 
who work with NSF-funded scientists  

•  Build scientific capacity and empower 
researchers in developing countries to use 
science and technology to address local and 
global development challenges 

•  Link to NSF-funded research 
•  USAID PEER-Science funding may be used to:  

h  Train students and faculty 
h  Equip laboratories and field stations  
h  Fund research  
h  Build scientific networks 

•   Administered by The National Academies  for 
USAID 

                  peer@nas.edu 
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